
   irish american civil war trail  
                                     in ireland 

                     

               September 29 – October 8, 2014 
 
 
Sponsored by: 
The National Geographic Award winning Civil War 
Tours.net 

 
 Hosted by historian Frank  O’  Reilly 
 
His latest book, The Fredericksburg Campaign: Winter War on the 
Rappahannock, received a 2003 nomination for the Pulitzer Prize in 
Letters. It was released by LSU Press in December, 2002, and has won 
the 2002 Capital District (Albany, NY) Book Award; the 2003 James I. 
Robertson, Jr. Book Award; the 2004 Daniel Laney Book Award; and the 
2004 Richard Barksdale Harwell Book Award.  

He has received both my BA and MA in American History with a concentration on Early 
American Military History and Civil War Studies. He did his undergrad work at 
Washington & Lee University before becoming an 
historian in the Fredericksburg area. 

He has written numerous articles on the Civil War and 
Mexican War for national and international journals; 
and introductions to quite a few books. He released 
my first book on the Fredericksburg Campaign titled, 
Stonewall Jackson at Fredericksburg, in 1993.He has 
appeared in quite a few documentaries, and have 
lectured extensively on military history to audiences 
around the world, including several conferences in the United Kingdom at Oxford. 

He is currently researching a book on the Battle of Malvern Hill and the Seven  Days’  
Campaign around Richmond. He will be presenting while on the tour. 

Irish in the Civil War 

Irish-Americans living in the Union states often formed their own regiments, 
notably the 69th New York State Volunteers. The Volunteers flew a green flag with 
a golden harp on it, symbolizing Ireland.  
 
Seven Union generals were Irish-born and 150,000 Irish-Americans fought for the 
Union during the war. At the 1862 Battle of Fredericksburg, the Union Irish 
Brigade charged up Marye's Heights, suffering 41.4% casualties. During the Battle 
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of Gettysburg in 1863, the Irish Brigade held a Catholic mass before battling 
Confederate troops. 
 
Although significantly fewer Irish lived in the Confederate States of America, six 
Confederate generals were Irish-born. Units such as the Charleston Irish 
Volunteers attracted Confederate Irish-Americans in South Carolina, the 24th 
Georgia Volunteer Infantry followed General Thomas Reade Rootes Cobb, while 
Irish Tennesseans could join the 10th Tennessee Infantry Regiment. The 5th 
Missouri Infantry, commanded by  
 
Colonel Joseph Kelly, was called "the Sons of Erin.", or Kelly's Irish Brigade. 
Although this unit was only a regiment, it is sometimes dubbed "The Confederate 
Irish Brigade." The Louisiana Tigers, first raised by Major Chatham Roberdeau 
Wheat, had a large number of Irish American members. 
 
Who were these men, what was the country they from like, what shaped them and 
how did they get to America. This tour will examine the lives of some of these 
brave hero’s and give us insight to what made them tick. This experience will lead 
us to a much better understanding of the Irish in the American Civil War as we 
travel through this spectacular country.   
 
In addition to visiting sites relating to the American Civil War, the tour will look at 
themes, such as Irish Nationalism and Emigration, in an attempt to explore the 
motivations behind the men who fought.  A moving tour and not one you will find 
anywhere else. 
 
Sunday, September 29, 2014 – DEPART U.S. FOR DUBLIN 
 
Enjoy in-flight entertainment and meal service as you travel across the Atlantic Ocean 
on your overnight flight to begin your Ireland vacation.  You may arrange your flights or 
we do it for you. There will be some group air from the New York area. Details will be 
available 11 months prior to tour. Transfer to your hotel is included. 
 
Monday, September 30 – DUBLIN ARRIVAL, GLASNEVIN CEMETARY & THE GPO 
Following your morning arrival at the Dublin airport, 
complete customs and immigration formalities.  As you 
emerge into the Terminal 2 Arrivals Hall after claiming your 
luggage, turn right to find a small cafeteria.  Your guide will 
meet you there and escort you to your luxury motor coach.   
Tour Glasnevin Cemetary, which contains historically 
notable  monuments  and  the  graves  of  many  of  Ireland’s  
most prominent national figures, such as Michael Collins, 
Eamon de Valera, Roger Casement, and Charles Stewart 
Parnell along with many graves related to the American 
Civil War and the Fenian movement.   Stop for lunch at the 
Gravedigger’s  Pub.    The  owner  of  this  pub  has  three  
descendents who fought at Gettysburg.  Then take a short 
driving tour of Dublin to see sites which featured 
prominently in the Easter Rising of 1916, including the 
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GPO which is  the General Post Office where the Proclamation of the Irish Republic was 
first presented to the Irish citizens.  Check into your hotel to rest and refresh yourself.  
You may wish to visit the Collins Barracks National Museum next door to your hotel, to 
wander through the Soldiers and Chiefs exhibition.  The exhibition focuses on the Irish 
at war both at home and abroad, and includes a North American Gallery.   Later, meet 
your group for dinner in your hotel.  
DINNER & OVERNIGHT, FOLLOWED BY BREAKFAST – ASHLING HOTEL, DUBLIN 
 
Tuesday, October 1 – 1798 REBELLION CENTER & DUNBODY FAMINE SHIP  
Today travel south to Leighlinbridge, the birthplace 
of Myles Keogh, and enjoy a coffee stop at the Lord 
Bagenal hotel, where there is a suite named after 
him.  Stop at the 1798 Rebellion Center in Wexford 
and visit the Vinegar Hill Battlefield.  Continue on to 
New Ross for lunch and a visit into the Dunbrody, a 
famine ship replica. Learn the story of the Great 
Famine emigration during 1845-1850 from the point 
of view of the hundreds of thousands who left for 
America - the brave and desperate, and above all, 
ordinary people who chose to leave everything they 
knew for an uncertain future abroad.  Following your 
visit, drive to Waterford to check into the Granville 
Hotel.  Granville is the birthplace of Thomas Frances Meagher and your hotel has a 
sketch of Meagher along with other items relating to the American Civil War.  
DINNER, OVERNIGHT & BREAKFAST – GRANVILLE HOTEL, WATERFORD 
 
Wednesday, October 2 - WATERFORD WALKING TOUR & COBH HERITAGE 
CENTER 
Begin your day with a short walking tour of Waterford sites related to Thomas Francis 
Meagher, Clooney, Keily, and others, with a local historian.  Then travel to Cobh, a 
major port and point of disembarkation of emigrants before and during the Civil War. 
Cobh  was  also  the  last  port  of  call  for  the  “Titanic”.    Visit  the emigration museum at the 
Cobh Heritage Center.   
DINNER, OVERNIGHT & BREAKFAST – IMPERIAL HOTEL, CORK 

 
Thursday, October 3 – LIMERICK, CLIFFS OF MOHER 
& GALWAY 
Drive to Ovens near Cork City to visit the birthplace of 
famed Confederate major-general Patrick Cleburne.  
Continue to Limerick for a driving tour of American Civil 
War related sites, including the Tait Factory & clock.  
Richard Tait was a wealthy Limerick businessman who 
was heavily involved in blockade running and the 
manufacture of Confederate uniforms.   Visit the Hunt 
Museum, holding the magnificent personal collection 

donated by the Hunt family. It is housed in the old custom house, a historic 18th century 
building by the River Shannon in central Limerick.  Then view the majestic Cliffs of 
Moher, a five mile long rocky wall that rises 700 feet above the foaming Atlantic Ocean 
and one of the great natural beauties of County Clare.  Drive through the Burren region, 



an extraordinary lunar-like region of limestone 
formations with its own distinct flora & fauna 
thriving in the sheltered crevices.  Afterwards, 
arrive in the bustling city of Galway to check into 
your hotel for two nights.  Following dinner with 
your group, you may wish to join your guide for a 
leisurely stroll around Galway to take in some 
friendly Irish pubs. 
DINNER, OVERNIGHT & BREAKFAST – 
FORSTER COURT HOTEL, GALWAY 
 
Friday, October 4 - CONNEMARA SCENIC 
DRIVE, CELTIC CRYSTAL & CONNEMARA MARBLE 
 Enjoy a scenic drive through the awesome Connemara Mountains, described as a 
photographers’  and  artists’  inspirational  dream,  with  its  constantly  changing  vistas  
shaped by the Atlantic Ocean and the Gulf Stream.  Visit Connemara Marble, a locally 
owned jewelry shop whose creations take their inspiration from 5000 years of Irish 
history and use green marble found only in Ireland.  Next, stop at Celtic Crystal for a 

glass cutting demonstration and a 
chance to browse among 
internationally award- winning 
colored crystal displays.  The rest 
of the afternoon is at leisure.  You 
may wish to wander through 
Galway’s  Medieval  Quarter, a 
short distance from your city 
center hotel, or experience the 
vibrant Eyre Square, which is right 
on your doorstep.  

DINNER, OVERNIGHT & BREAKFAST – FORSTER COURT, GALWAY 
 
Saturday, October 5 - CIVIL WAR LECTURE & DERRY WALKING TOUR  
Today drive to Tuam, the birthplace of Patrick Dowling who was honored by the 
Confederate Congress for his defense of Texas and Colonel Patrick Kelly who 
commanded the Irish Brigade at Gettysburg.  Enjoy a comfort stop at the Ard Ri Hotel in 
Tuam, where the bar is named after veteran Richard Dowling.  Travel to Sligo, the 
birthplace of General Michael Corcoran, and see the monument to the 69th. Following 
lunch, attend a lecture on the Civil War by Frank O’Reilly.  Continue on to Donegal 
Town, the home of James McKay Rorty, who is memorialized by a statue at Gettysburg.  
Drive through Dungiveny, the birthplace of famous Confederate supporter, John Mitchel, 
before arriving in Derry for a walking tour with an award-winning historian to learn about 
the role this oldest city has played throughout history. 
DINNER, OVERNIGHT & BREAKFAST – EVERGLADES HOTEL, DERRY 
 
Sunday, October 6 - ULSTER AMERICAN FOLK PARK  
Today stroll around the Ulster American Folk Park in Omagh, 
an open-air museum of 30 buildings which explores the 
historical link between Ulster and America, focusing on the 
lifestyle and experiences of the immigrants who sailed to 



America in the 18th & 19th centuries.  Following lunch 
at the Park, drive to Altmore, County Fermanagh, the 
birthplace of Union General James Shields, who is 
the only person to be elected a Senator in three 
different States.   Continue on to Killinkere, in County 
Cavan, the family home of famous Union general, 
Philip Sheridan. Then arrive in Drogheda, a historic 
town and emigration port before and during the 
American Civil War. 
DINNER, OVERNIGHT & BREAKFAST – D HOTEL, 
DROGHEDA 

 
Monday, October 7 - NEWGRANGE & DUBLIN 
Visit Newgrange, the world famous megalithic 
marvel built 5,000 years ago, before traveling 
through the Royal County, a significant region 
populated by the Celts from 500 B.C.   Arrive in 
Dublin where the rest of the afternoon is at leisure.  
Your guide will be delighted to facilitate your 
independent sightseeing of this modern and ancient 
compact city center, with roots before the Viking 
times.  Rejoin your group for dinner at the elegant 
Dunboyne Castle Hotel.  
DINNER, OVERNIGHT & BREAKFAST– 
DUNBOYNE CASTLE HOTEL  
 
Tuesday, October 8 – DEPART FOR THE U.S.  
Sadly, your Irish experience has come to an end.  Transfer this morning to the Dublin 
Airport in plenty of time to check it for your flight, clear security, and claim your VAT 
refund.  You may wish to do some last minute shopping at the many duty free shops.  
Then clear U.S. Immigration before boarding your aircraft, and fly west across the 
Atlantic Ocean to the United States.   
 
 
 

Details Below 
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                                     in ireland 

                     

               September 29 – October 8, 2014 
 
 
 
 

Pricing: 
$1799.00 per person double occupancy 
$2162.00 per person single occupancy – limited amount of singles 
 
Price includes: 

 Transfers to and from the Dublin Airport 
 Accommodations for eight (8) nights as indicated above 
 Host historian Frank O’Reilly 
 Full breakfast daily except day of arrival 
 Eight (8) hotel dinners 
 Guided tour of Glasnevin Cemetery 
  1798 Rebellion Center 
  Dunbrody Ship Museum 
 Walking tour of Waterford with local historian, 
  Cobh Heritage Center 
 Hunt Museum 
 Walking tour of Derry with local historian 
 Ulster American Folk Park 
  Boyne Valley Visitor Center & Newgrange (subject to confirmation) 
 Celtic Crystal, Connemara Marble 
 All transportation and sightseeing via deluxe touring motor coach 
 Services of a Nationally Certified National Irish guide throughout 
 Tips and taxes on the items included 
 Porterage of one suitcase 
 Portfolio of travel documents 

 
Not included: 

 Tip to driver / guide is NOT included  
 Airfare – you can arrange on your own, join our group air or have us 

arrange your air. Arrival will need to be within a timeframe. 
 Insurance – a form will be sent with your registration. 

 
Registration Information below 

 
 



REGISTRATION FORM ~ irish american civil war trail 
September 29 ~ October 8, 2014 

 
TO REGISTER for this tour, please fill out the form below and  
mail it with your deposit of $300.00 per person ($150.00 per 
person is non-refundable) to: 

 
All-In-One Tours/Civil War Tours.net 

Attention:  Mike Strite 
3303 Saddlewood Circle 
Myrtle Beach, SC 29579 

 
Second Deposit of $300.00 per person is due April 1, 2014 
Final Payment is due on or before July 15, 2014 and all Monies become  
non-refundable at that point. Trip Insurance is recommended. 
 
Name ________________________________________________________________ 
 
Roommate(s) name____________________________________________________ 
 
Address _______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone number _________________________ Cell __________________________ 
 
Email _________________________________________________________________ 
 
Number of people you are registering. _________________ 
 
Amount of check enclosed __________________  

(Make Checks payable to All-In-One Tours/Civil War Tours) 
 
Credit Card – please note price reflects a 3% discount if paying by check  
                     and will be added back if using credit card for payment 
 
Type of Card Visa  Mastercard         Discover       (Please circle one) 
 
Card Number ____________ / ____________ / ____________ / _____________ 
 
Expiration Date:  ________ / _________ Security Code ____________________ 
 
Signature ___________________________________________________________ 
 
Any dietary restrictions? ____________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

PHONE REGISTRATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED if paying by credit card 
Space is limited and will be handled on a first come first served bases.                                     

 


